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Some of the Navy guys who are trickling in
to replace us are being diverted to go work
with the new units that are part of the surge.
Since the replacements are not coming as
quickly as planned, I get to stay a little
longer.

I've been in the Navy long enough to know
that deployments never end on time and that
the plan changes right up until the last
minute so I am not too upset about it. More
importantly, I am surrounded by a great
group of soldiers who continue to amaze me
with their bravery and discipline every day.
I wish you could see how well they perform
in such confusing and chaotic circumstances.
You would be very proud of them. As much
as I want to come home to Katie and Kellogg
and family and friends, I will not quit this
post until properly relieved. These men de-
serve nothing less.

Thanks to those of you who have sent
packages and cards and emails. I have
enough Gold Bond powder and baby wipes to
stay clean and dry for months. It has been a
long haul but it has meant a great deal to
me to know that all of you are in my corner.
I am hoping to be back in Chicago in time to
hoist a green beer with some of you on Saint
Patty’s Day but, until then, take care and
Go Bears!

——————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT RICHARD L. FORD

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in memory of U.S. Army SGT.
Richard L. Ford, of East Hartford, CT.
Last month, at the age of 40, he died of
combat wounds sustained in Iraq.

Sergeant Ford served with the
Army’s distinguished White Falcons
paratrooper regiment, a unit with a
reputation for speed and flexibility
that dates back to 1917. ‘“‘Richard pos-
sessed all the qualities of a great para-
trooper,” said his commanding officer,
LTC Richard Kim. Those qualities were
evident in the city of Mosul in Feb-
ruary, 2005. There, Sergeant Ford faced
enemy fire to help save his fellow sol-
diers, an act of physical courage for
which he was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal with a ““V’’ device for
valor. His other decorations included a
Bronze Star and a Purple Heart.

But Sergeant Ford was even more re-
markable for his moral courage, the
way he embodied the ideals of our vol-
unteer military. No one sent Richard
Ford to Irag—he chose to go. Three
years ago, he left his post with the
Army National Guard to enter active
duty. ‘“He went through basic training
again just to do what he wanted to do—
become an infantry soldier,” said his
friend, SFC Chris Beloff. ‘““Anyone who
does all that I have the utmost respect
for, because he really believed in what
he was doing.” Sergeant Ford willingly
left his loved ones and risked his life
for his beliefs; few of us can say the
same.

The time away from his family must
have hurt him the most. Even when he
was stationed at Fort Bragg, NC, Ser-
geant Ford would drive for 12 hours
back to Connecticut on weekends to be
with his father, Mason, and his 11-year-
old son, Michael Patrick. Shortly after
Sergeant Ford’s death, Michael called
his father his ‘‘biggest hero.”” Nothing
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can replace him in the lives of those he
loved, but they can be proud that their
hero fought bravely and served self-
lessly.

We owe him a debt beyond payment.
But I pledge to keep his memory fresh
and to add my voice to the prayers of
his family. To his father and son; to his
brothers, Matthew Ford, and Mason
Ford, Jr.; to his sister, Vanessa
Migliore; and to his grandmother, Mar-
jorie Gordon—I offer my deepest sym-
pathy. And to this soldier who lost his
life in our Nation’s service, I swear my
highest respect.

———

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
take this opportunity to inform all
Senators and their staffs of an exhibit
of photographs to commemorate Inter-
national Women’s Day, March 8, which
is sponsored by the U.S. Agency for
International Development. The ex-
hibit, entitled ‘“Women Transforming
Development,” highlights the critical
roles women play in development and
USAID’s efforts to support women’s
equality and empowerment.

For more than three decades, USAID
has worked to improve women’s lives
in the world’s poorest countries. Where
women are educated, the health and
economic prospects of their families
improve. Where women participate po-
litically, democracy is strengthened. In
the wake of conflict, women play a cen-
tral role in the survival of their chil-
dren and the rebuilding of their com-
munities.

“Women Transforming Develop-
ment’’ will be displayed in the Rotunda
of the Russell Senate Building from
March 7 through 16, 2007. The powerful
images in the exhibit illustrate wom-
en’s contributions to economic devel-
opment, peace and security, democ-
racy, investments in people, and hu-
manitarian assistance in all regions of
the world. They include images of
USAID’s work in Bangladesh, Mozam-
bique, Ecuador, Ukraine, and Senegal.

These photographs remind us of the
injustice, discrimination, and hardship
that women and girls of every nation-
ality suffer daily. Young women are
targeted and murdered in Juarez, Mex-
ico, and in Guatemala. Women in coun-
tries like Peru, Chad, and Nepal are
often treated like beasts of burden,
spending much of their day carrying
heavy loads of water and firewood. Do-
mestic abuse is endemic in most coun-
tries, and in some, like Pakistan and
Afghanistan, women who are raped are
in danger of being imprisoned and beat-
en under laws that punish the victim.

The global statistics are sobering.
According to USAID, two-thirds of the
876 million illiterate adults worldwide
are women. Two-thirds of the world’s
125 million school-aged children who do
not attend school are girls, and girls
are less likely to finish school than
boys. Seventy percent of the 1.3 billion
people living in poverty around the
world are women and children. Each
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year more than 500,000 women die dur-
ing childbirth and pregnancy. The vast
majority of those deaths could be pre-
vented with basic reproductive health
services. And more than three-quarters
of the world’s 27 million refugees are
women and children.

Yet at the same time, the photo-
graphs in this exhibit also depict
women as strong leaders and partici-
pants in standing up for their rights
and transforming their societies.

With Congress’s support, USAID is
working to improve women’s equality
and empowerment not only because it
is just, but also because it is necessary
for successful development. For exam-
ple, in addition to implementing pro-
grams totaling hundreds of millions of
dollars in the world’s poorest countries
to improve maternal and reproductive
health, 67 percent of USAID’s basic
education programs focus on girls’ edu-
cation. Nearly one-third of the people
receiving USAID-supported business
development services are women. Last
year, USAID provided $27 million to
support antitrafficking activities in 30
countries. USAID assisted in the devel-
opment of legislation against domestic
violence, sexual harassment, and traf-
ficking in persons in several countries.

These are important efforts that need
to be expanded. Women and men to-
gether must embrace these goals.

I encourage all Senators and their
staffs to visit the exhibit and share in
this powerful celebration of Inter-
national Women’s Day.

———

HEAD START

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
rise today to commend and support my
colleagues on the Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee for the
hard work on the Head Start reauthor-
ization bill.

I would particularly like to thank
Senators DoDD and HARKIN for includ-
ing important language in the bill re-
garding childhood obesity prevention
as part of Head Start. Obesity is a seri-
ous health concern, especially in West
Virginia where 64 percent of adults in
West Virginia are overweight or at risk
of becoming overweight. An even more
alarming statistic, however, is that 28
percent of low-income children be-
tween the ages of 2 and 5 are already
overweight. Furthermore, overweight
children have a 70 percent chance of re-
maining overweight into their adult-
hood. Obesity in children is usually
caused by lack of physical activity,
unhealthy eating patterns, or a com-
bination of the two.

If Head Start can play a role in pre-
venting obesity in children and fami-
lies, it will be a real achievement, and
I strongly believe Head Start can be-
cause of our experience in West Vir-
ginia.

In December 2004, a pilot program de-
signed by Amy Requa, Head Start
health specialist, and Dr. Linda Car-
son, director of the West Virginia
Motor Development Center, West Vir-
ginia University was initiated in Head
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